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1Sam. 15:20 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed
the voice of the LORD. I have gone on the mission on
which the LORD sent me.
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the land that | will show you... and in you all the families of the
earth shall be blessed.”




Biblical background on Christian Missions

* Who i1s a missionary?
— Like Trinity, the term missionary does not appear in the Bible

— Did the Great Commission apply to every believer or just the 12 apostles?

* twoO answers
— "Every heart with Christ, a missionary; every heart without Christ, a mission field."

-Dick Hillis (1913-2005)
— when everyone’s a missionary, no one really is

» Missions did not begin with the Great Commission

— who was the first missionary?

e Jonah
e Abraham and Sarah

e [ ot



Biblical background on Christian Missions

* Who i1s a missionary?
— Like Trinity, the term missionary does not appear in the Bible
— Did the Great Commission apply to every believer or just the 12 apostles?

°* twoO answers

— "Every heart with Christ, a missionary; every heart without Christ, a mission field."
-Dick Hillis (1913-2005)
— when everyone’s a missionary, no one really is

» Missions did not begin with the Great Commission

— who was the first missionary?

e Jonah
e Abraham and Sarah

e [ot
e Noah

2Pet. 2:5 Noah, a herald of righteousness
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« Growth of the church in the eighteenth century was relatively weak

— Russia

e reforms of Peter the Great (1672-1725), 1682-1725
— replaced the patriarch with a Holy Synod, non-clerical appointed by the tsar
— effectively brought the church under state control

e (Catherine the Great (1729-96), 1762-96
— orchestrated a coup against her husband Peter III (1728-62), 1762
— nationalized church property to pay for her wars
— closed monasteries
— clergy had to charge fees for baptisms, etc.; some became farmers
— Protestants not allowed to build churches
— Muslims allowed to build mosques, even subsidized; bribed to convert
— promised toleration, but exiled 20000 Christians to Siberia
— eliminated the church from public sphere => secularization

— war in Europe
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— Leopoldine Society, 1829
— Claretians, 1849
— Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, 1854
— Missionaries of Africa. 1868
— Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of the Apostles, 1876



Mission activity in the nineteenth century

 Protestant mission organizations
— Sudan Interior Mission, 1893
— Africa Inland Mission, 1895
* Roman Catholic religious orders established in the nineteenth century
— Leopoldine Society, 1829
— Claretians, 1849
— Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, 1854
— Missionaries of Africa. 1868
— Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of the Apostles, 1876
e Orthodox

— Russian Orthodox Church to China, Japan, Korea plus Siberia and Russian
neighbors
— John Veniaminou (1797-1879)

e first missionary to the Aleutian Islands
e founded the Russian Orthodox Missionary Society, 1870

— Greek Orthodox Church primarily focused on survival under the Ottomans



Edinburgh Missionary Conference

* Focus: evangelization of the world
— taking the gospel to the whole non-Christian world
— church planting



Edinburgh Missionary Conference

* Focus: evangelization of the world
— taking the gospel to the whole non-Christian world
— church planting
— the place of education in national Christian life
— accommodating the Gospel to non-Christian faiths
— the preparation of missionaries



Edinburgh Missionary Conference

* Focus: evangelization of the world
— taking the gospel to the whole non-Christian world
— church planting
— the place of education in national Christian life
— accommodating the Gospel to non-Christian faiths
— the preparation of missionaries
— the home base of missions
— missions and governments
— the promotion of Christian unity



Edinburgh Missionary Conference

* Focus: evangelization of the world
— taking the gospel to the whole non-Christian world
— church planting
— the place of education in national Christian life
— accommodating the Gospel to non-Christian faiths
— the preparation of missionaries
— the home base of missions
— missions and governments
— the promotion of Christian unity
* Over 80% of the delegates from Britain and North America



Edinburgh Missionary Conference

* Focus: evangelization of the world
— taking the gospel to the whole non-Christian world
— church planting
— the place of education in national Christian life
— accommodating the Gospel to non-Christian faiths
— the preparation of missionaries
— the home base of missions
— missions and governments
— the promotion of Christian unity
* Over 80% of the delegates from Britain and North America
* John Mott (1865-1955)

— Nobel Peace Prize for his international mission work, 1946

It is possible for the most obscure person in a church, with a heart right toward God, to
exercise as much power for the evangelization of the world, as it is for those who stand
in the most prominent positions. - John Mott.



Edinburgh Missionary Conference

* Focus: evangelization of the world
— taking the gospel to the whole non-Christian world

— church planting

— the place of education in national Christian life The history of

— accommodating the Gospel to non-Christian faiths missions 1s a

— the preparation of missionaries history of prayer.

-John Mott

— the home base of missions

— missions and governments

— the promotion of Christian unity
* Over 80% of the delegates from Britain and North America
« John Mott (1865-1955)

— Nobel Peace Prize for his international mission work, 1946

It is possible for the most obscure person in a church, with a heart right toward God, to
exercise as much power for the evangelization of the world, as it is for those who stand
in the most prominent positions. - John Mott.



Edinburgh Missionary Conference

* Focus: evangelization of the world

— taking the gospel to the whole non-Christian world

— church planting

— the place of education in national Christian life

— accommodating the Gospel to non-Christian faiths

— the preparation of missionaries

— the home base of missions

— missions and governments

— the promotion of Christian unity
* Over 80% of the delegates from Britain and North America
« John Mott (1865-1955)

— Nobel Peace Prize for his international mission work, 1946
 Why was this a turning point?

— Global Christianity became a conscious vision of the church



Edinburgh Missionary Conference

Focus: evangelization of the world

— accommodating the Gospel to non-Christian faiths

— the preparation of missionaries

— the home base of missions

— missions and governments

— the promotion of Christian unity

Over 80% of the delegates from Britain and North America
John Mott (1865-1955)

— Nobel Peace Prize for his international mission work, 1946
Why was this a turning point?

— Global Christianity became a conscious vision of the church

— previous missionaries and most missionaries today see themselves as part
of the Great Commission

— 1n the 20th century, global strategies emerge
* Wycliffe Bible Translators



Edinburgh Missionary Conference

Focus: evangelization of the world

— accommodating the Gospel to non-Christian faiths

— the preparation of missionaries

— the home base of missions

— missions and governments

— the promotion of Christian unity

Over 80% of the delegates from Britain and North America
John Mott (1865-1955)

— Nobel Peace Prize for his international mission work, 1946
Why was this a turning point?

— Global Christianity became a conscious vision of the church

— previous missionaries and most missionaries today see themselves as part
of the Great Commission

— 1n the 20th century, global strategies emerge
* Wycliffe Bible Translators

— ecumenical movement



Membership’ by Ecclesiastical Bloc (in millions)

1900 1970 2010
Roman Catholic 266 665 1,161
Protestant’ 103 258 514
Orthodox 116 144 271
Independent® 8 86 378

Membership’ by Continent (in millions)

1900 1970 2010
Africa 9 116 475
Asia 21 92 354
Europe (incl. Russia) 386 467 558
Latin America 60 263 543
North America 60 168 231
Oceania 4 15 24

Source: Todd M. Johnson, David B. Barrett, and Peter F. Crossing, “Status of Global Mission, 2011,
International Bulletin of Missionary Research 35 (January 2011): 29.



