
• 1. The Fall of Jerusalem (70) 

• 2. The Council of Nicaea (325) 

• 3. The Council of Chalcedon 
(451) 

• 4. Benedict’s Rule (530) 

• 5. The Coronation of 
Charlemagne (800) 

• 6. The Great Schism (1054) 

• 7. The Diet of Worms (1521) 

• 8. The English Act of 
Supremacy (1534) 

• 9. The Founding of the Jesuits 
(1540) 

• 10. The Conversion of the 
Wesleys (1738) 

• 11. The French Revolution 
(1789) 

• 12. The Edinburgh Missionary 
Conference (1910) 

• 13. The Second Vatican Council 
(1962–65) 1



• Westminster Confession of Faith 

• Larger and Shorter Catechisms 

• Directory for the Public Worship of God 

• Form of Presbyterial Church Government 

• The Psalter 

• The Solemn League and Covenant 
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Ideas Have Consequences*

 *Richard Weaver

Rom. 6:16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?

"If there is no God, everything is permitted"—Ivan in 
The Brothers Karamazov—Fyodor Dostoevsky
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– campaign of Louis XIV (1638-1715), 1643-1715 to eliminate Protestants, 

1661-85 
• saw it as politically necessary

– English Protestants had executed Charles I, 1649
– Louis was competing with Holy Roman Emperor Leopold I as the dominant Catholic 

monarch
– Huguenots

• called for freedom of conscience
• called for tax exemptions
• had prophets calling for revolution

• Edict of Fontainebleau, 1685
– Edict of Nantes revoked
– pastors faced slavery or death

• 20000 were executed
– laity forced to convert
– emigration was banned

– France became Catholic, but somewhat independent of the pope 
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• 1804-15—Napoleon as emperor 
• 1815—Monarchy restored following Napoleon's defeat 
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– denied most traditional and essential Christian doctrines 
– provoked a response by the orthodox  
– First Vatican Council on Papal Infallibility, 1870 
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• Theological liberalism 
– denied most traditional and essential Christian doctrines 
– provoked a response by the orthodox  
– First Vatican Council on Papal Infallibility, 1870 

• Footnote 
– it is easy to link the French Revolution with the Enlightenment 
• both have strong anti-Christian elements
• some Enlightenment ideas supported the revolution
• but some did not
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• Toward secularism and naturalism 
– secularism separated religion from other realms of society 
– naturalism does not recognize anything supernatural 
– Christianity became marginalized and privatized 

• Theological liberalism 
– denied most traditional and essential Christian doctrines 
– provoked a response by the orthodox  
– First Vatican Council on Papal Infallibility, 1870 

• Footnote 
– it is easy to link the French Revolution with the Enlightenment 
• both have strong anti-Christian elements
• some Enlightenment ideas supported the revolution
• but some did not

– beginning of the end of European Christendom 
• some Enlightenment philosophers became atheists, but most did not
• Christendom is the union of church/state interests, not true Christianity
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