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Westminster Assembly, 1643-53

Westminster Confession of Faith

Larger and Shorter Catechisms

Directory for the Public Worship of God
Form of Presbyterial Church Government

The Psalter

The Solemn League and Covenant
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Ps. 19:1-4 The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words,
whose voice 1s not heard.
Their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.

Rom. 1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in

the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.
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e Deism, ~natural religion

— human nature
* no original sin
e cthics based on reason

— no miracles or supernatural revelation
— Lord Herbert of Cherbury (1583-1648)
* The Enlightenment challenged the authority of Scripture and Church
— promoted deism and naturalism/atheism
— John Locke (1632-1704)
— René Descartes (1596—-1650)
— Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)

“True religion is to consist not in the knowing or considering of what God does or has done for

our salvation but in what we must do to become worthy of it . . . and of whose necessity every

man can become wholly certain without any Scriptural learning whatever. . . . Man himself

must make or have made himself into whatever, in a moral sense, whether good or evil, he 1s or

is to become.” Religion within the Limits of Reason Alone, Immanuel Kant
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e The Enlightenment challenged the authority of Scripture and Church
— Voltaire (1694-1778)

e young rebel

e writer, satirist
e imprisoned for his radical ideas

e attempted to persuade Calvinists in Geneva to become deists
e returned to the Catholic Church before his death

— Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-78)
e grandson of a Protestant pastor in Geneva
e converted to Catholicism, 1728
e convert to Protestantism back in Geneva, 1754

* French Revolution challenged the authority of king, church, Scripture

"If there 1s no God, everything is permitted"—Ivan in
The Brothers Karamazov—Fyodor Dostoevsky

Rom. 6:16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which

leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?

*Richard Weaver
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— Huguenots

e missionaries sent from Geneva to France

e ~1570, within 10 years, Calvinists represented 10% of the population
— armed conflict between Protestants and Catholics, 1560-

— Bartholomew's Day massacre, 1572
e Queen Catherine de' Medici (1519-89)
— married to Henry II (1519-59), 1547-59
— proposed peace through a marriage alliance
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* Religious and political developments

— campaign of Louis XIV (1638-1715), 1643-1715 to eliminate Protestants,
1661-85

e saw it as politically necessary
— English Protestants had executed Charles I, 1649
— Louis was competing with Holy Roman Emperor Leopold I as the dominant Catholic
monarch
— Huguenots
 called for freedom of conscience
 called for tax exemptions
* had prophets calling for revolution
e FEdict of Fontainebleau, 1685
— Edict of Nantes revoked
— pastors faced slavery or death
e 20000 were executed
— laity forced to convert
— emigration was banned

— France became Catholic, but somewhat independent of the pope
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Events of the Revolution
1794-95

— Robespierre overthrown and executed
— anarchy, inflation, chaos
— beginning of return to order

1795-99

— Directory
e five-man executive committee elected by a bicameral parliament
* new constitution

— domestic chaos with reduced violence

— military conflict with Austria, Britain, Italy, Prussia, Russia, Spain
1799-1804—Consulate

— Napoleon led a coup to replace the Directory

— Concordat of 1801

1804-15—Napoleon as emperor

1815—Monarchy restored following Napoleon's defeat
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A Cultural Revolution

* Toward secularism and naturalism
— secularism separated religion from other realms of society
— naturalism does not recognize anything supernatural
— Christianity became marginalized and privatized

* Theological liberalism
— denied most traditional and essential Christian doctrines
— provoked a response by the orthodox
— First Vatican Council on Papal Infallibility, 1870

* Footnote

— 1t 1s easy to link the French Revolution with the Enlightenment
e both have strong anti-Christian elements
e some Enlightenment ideas supported the revolution
e but some did not

— beginning of the end of European Christendom

e some Enlightenment philosophers became atheists, but most did not
e Christendom is the union of church/state interests, not true Christianity



