
• 1. The Fall of Jerusalem (70) 

• 2. The Council of Nicaea (325) 

• 3. The Council of Chalcedon 
(451) 

• 4. Benedict’s Rule (530) 

• 5. The Coronation of 
Charlemagne (800) 

• 6. The Great Schism (1054) 

• 7. The Diet of Worms (1521) 

• 8. The English Act of 
Supremacy (1534) 

• 9. The Founding of the Jesuits 
(1540) 

• 10. The Conversion of the 
Wesleys (1738) 

• 11. The French Revolution 
(1789) 

• 12. The Edinburgh Missionary 
Conference (1910) 

• 13. The Second Vatican Council 
(1962–65) 1



• Significant events 
– Babylonian Captivity of the Church (1309-77) 
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– Jan Hus (c.1369-1415) 
• ordained a priest, 1400; later rector of the University of Prague, c.1409
• attacked corruption and immorality in the church
• emphases

– Bible in the vernacular
– Scripture is authoritative over popes and councils

• Council of Constance (1414–1418)
– promise of safe-conduct from King Sigismund
– burned at the stake

– Girolamo Savonarola (1452-98) 
• Dominican friar
• preached against corruption and immorality in the church
• excommunicated, 1497; hanged and burned, 1498

	

History between 1054 and 1521



• Reformation efforts did not begin with Martin Luther 
– Their backgrounds 
• Martin Luther (1483-1546)

– Augustinian friar, 1505-21
– University of Wittenberg professor, 1512-46

• Charles V (1500-58)
– Duke of the Netherlands, 1506-55
– Holy Roman Emperor, 1519-58

	

Martin Luther before Charles V



• Reformation efforts did not begin with Martin Luther 
– Their backgrounds 
• Martin Luther (1483-1546)

– Augustinian friar, 1505-21
– University of Wittenberg professor, 1512-46

• Charles V (1500-58)
– Duke of the Netherlands, 1506-55
– Holy Roman Emperor, 1519-58

– April 17, 1521 
• Luther was 37; he had been a monk for 15 years
• Charles, 21 years old

– King of Spain
– Holy Roman Emperor for two years
– by God’s Grace, Augmenter of the Realm of Germany; of Spain, the Two Sicilies, 

Jerusalem, Hungary, Dalmatia, Croatia, etc., King; Archduke of Austria, and Duke of 
Burgundy, etc.

• Imperial diet was assembled at Worms

Martin Luther before Charles V



• Reformation efforts did not begin with Martin Luther 
– Their backgrounds 
• Charles V (1500-58)

– Duke of the Netherlands, 1506-55
– Holy Roman Emperor, 1519-58

– April 17, 1521 
• Luther was 37; he had been a monk for 15 years
• Charles, 21 years old

– King of Spain
– Holy Roman Emperor for two years
– by God’s Grace, Augmenter of the Realm of Germany; of Spain, the Two Sicilies, 

Jerusalem, Hungary, Dalmatia, Croatia, etc., King; Archduke of Austria, and Duke of 
Burgundy, etc.

• Imperial diet was assembled at Worms
• Luther appeared for the first time before Charles, along with his works on a table
• Luther was asked to admit his errors and recant
• Luther’s replied that his works were of several different kinds; requested time to 

consider

Martin Luther before Charles V



• Reformation efforts did not begin with Martin Luther 
– April 17, 1521 
• Luther was 37; he had been a monk for 15 years
• Charles, 21 years old

– King of Spain
– Holy Roman Emperor for two years
– by God’s Grace, Augmenter of the Realm of Germany; of Spain, the Two Sicilies, 

Jerusalem, Hungary, Dalmatia, Croatia, etc., King; Archduke of Austria, and Duke of 
Burgundy, etc.

• Imperial diet was assembled at Worms
• Luther appeared for the first time before Charles, along with his works on a table
• Luther was asked to admit his errors and recant
• Luther’s replied that his works were of several different kinds; requested time to 

consider
– April 18 at 6pm 
• Luther pressured to admit his error 
• Luther refuses to recant

Martin Luther before Charles V



27

Martin Luther before Charles V
Emperor’s spokesman: “Come then; answer the question of his majesty, whose 
kindness you have experienced in seeking a time for thought. Do you wish to defend 
all your acknowledged books, or to retract some?”



28

Martin Luther before Charles V
Emperor’s spokesman: “Come then; answer the question of his majesty, whose 
kindness you have experienced in seeking a time for thought. Do you wish to defend 
all your acknowledged books, or to retract some?”

“Therefore, I ask by the mercy of God, may your most serene majesty, most illustrious 
lordships, or anyone at all who is able, either high or low, bear witness, expose my 
errors, overthrowing them by the writings of the prophets and the evangelists. Once I 
have been taught I shall be quite ready to renounce every error, and I shall be the first 
to cast my books into the fire.”



29

Martin Luther before Charles V
Emperor’s spokesman: “Come then; answer the question of his majesty, whose 
kindness you have experienced in seeking a time for thought. Do you wish to defend 
all your acknowledged books, or to retract some?”

“Therefore, I ask by the mercy of God, may your most serene majesty, most illustrious 
lordships, or anyone at all who is able, either high or low, bear witness, expose my 
errors, overthrowing them by the writings of the prophets and the evangelists. Once I 
have been taught I shall be quite ready to renounce every error, and I shall be the first 
to cast my books into the fire.”

Emperor’s spokesman: will you recant or not?



30

Martin Luther before Charles V
Emperor’s spokesman: “Come then; answer the question of his majesty, whose 
kindness you have experienced in seeking a time for thought. Do you wish to defend 
all your acknowledged books, or to retract some?”

“Therefore, I ask by the mercy of God, may your most serene majesty, most illustrious 
lordships, or anyone at all who is able, either high or low, bear witness, expose my 
errors, overthrowing them by the writings of the prophets and the evangelists. Once I 
have been taught I shall be quite ready to renounce every error, and I shall be the first 
to cast my books into the fire.”

Emperor’s spokesman: will you recant or not?

ML: “Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for 
I do not trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they 
have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have 
quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not retract 
anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience.”



31

Martin Luther before Charles V
Emperor’s spokesman: “Come then; answer the question of his majesty, whose 
kindness you have experienced in seeking a time for thought. Do you wish to defend 
all your acknowledged books, or to retract some?”

“Therefore, I ask by the mercy of God, may your most serene majesty, most illustrious 
lordships, or anyone at all who is able, either high or low, bear witness, expose my 
errors, overthrowing them by the writings of the prophets and the evangelists. Once I 
have been taught I shall be quite ready to renounce every error, and I shall be the first 
to cast my books into the fire.”

Emperor’s spokesman: will you recant or not?

ML: “Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for 
I do not trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they 
have often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have 
quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and I will not retract 
anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience.”

Imperial secretary: “you are completely mad.”



• Reformation efforts did not begin with Martin Luther 
– April 17, 1521 
• Imperial diet was assembled at Worms
• Luther appeared for the first time before Charles, along with his works on a table
• Luther was asked to admit his errors and recant
• Luther’s replied that his works were of several different kinds; requested time to 

consider
– April 18 at 6pm 
• Luther pressured to admit his error 
• Luther refuses to recant

– April 26 
• Luther left Worms with an armed escort
• Frederick staged a kidnapping and took him to Wartburg Castle, Luther’s 

residence for 10 months

	

Martin Luther before Charles V



• Reformation efforts did not begin with Martin Luther 
– April 17, 1521 
• Imperial diet was assembled at Worms
• Luther appeared for the first time before Charles, along with his works on a table
• Luther was asked to admit his errors and recant
• Luther’s replied that his works were of several different kinds; requested time to 

consider
– April 18 at 6pm 
• Luther pressured to admit his error 
• Luther refuses to recant

– April 26 
• Luther left Worms with an armed escort
• Frederick staged a kidnapping and took him to Wartburg Castle, Luther’s 

residence for 10 months
– May 25, 1521: Edict of Worms 
• Luther is a heretic and enemy of the state
• his works are to be burned
• anyone providing him aid, shelter, etc. will be punished

Martin Luther before Charles V



• Reformation efforts did not begin with Martin Luther 
– April 18, 1521 at 6pm 
• Luther pressured to admit his error 
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– April 26 
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• Frederick staged a kidnapping and took him to Wartburg Castle, Luther’s 

residence for 10 months
– May 25, 1521: Edict of Worms 
• Luther is a heretic and enemy of the state
• his works are to be burned
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– The authority of the individual conscience had been proclaimed above 
• the authority of church councils
• the weight of tradition
• the emperor
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Theological idea Erasmus Luther

human depravity/
original sin

inclines us to sin, but 
we are condemned 
by our sinful acts

condemns us—we are 
unable to choose God 
(Rom. 3:10-12)

Jn. 1:12: he gave 
right/power

human ability human ability comes after 
regeneration

repent, turn, 
choose

what we can do what we are called to do

operation of 
grace

synergism (Phil. 
2:12-13)

monergism (Jn. 6:44, 65)

conversion moral renewal a transformation from death 
to life
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I have heard evil reports about myself, 
most blessed Father, by which I know 
that certain friends have put my name in 
very bad odor with you and yours, saying 
that I have attempted to belittle the 
power of the keys and of the Supreme 
Pontiff. 
…  
Wherefore, most blessed Father, I cast 
myself at the feet of your Holiness, with 
all that I have and all that I am.  Quicken, 
kill, call, recall, approve, reprove, as you 
will. Your voice I shall recognize the voice 
of Christ directing you and speaking in 
you. If I have deserved death, I shall not 
refuse to die.
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– 1520, Luther: “whoever wrote this bull [Exsurge Domine], he is 

Antichrist.” 
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Ps. 74:22 Arise, O God, defend 
your cause; remember how the 
foolish scoff at you all the day!



• People he influenced  
– other people 
• Karl Barth (1886-1986)

– centrality of the cross
– centrality of the Word

• Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906–45)
• Luther and the Pope 

– 1517 letter 
– 1520, Luther: “whoever wrote this bull [Exsurge Domine], he is 

Antichrist.” 
• Why was this a turning point? 

– Luther’s articulate, powerful, and uncorrupted reminder that grace 
• is our only means of salvation
• was made possible only through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ
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• Luther and the Pope 
– 1517 letter 
– 1520, Luther: “whoever wrote this bull [Exsurge Domine], he is 

Antichrist.” 
• Why was this a turning point? 

– Luther’s articulate, powerful, and uncorrupted reminder that grace 
• is our only means of salvation
• was made possible only through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ

– Rome was unable to stop many elements of reform proposed by his 
predecessors 

• authority
• soteriology
• Scripture in the vernacular
• the role of individual conscience with respect to faith

– Rome lost its monopoly on the church 
– religion became a major source of conflict in Europe 

Luther’s Legacy


