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 Significant events

— Babylonian Captivity of the Church (1309-77)

e Pope Gregory VII, Dictatus papae (popes have the right to depose kings)

 Rome had a law and order problem

e King Philip IV (1268-1314) 1285-1314 of France persuaded Pope Clement
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— Jan Hus (¢.1369-1415)

e ordained a priest, 1400; later rector of the University of Prague, ¢.1409
 attacked corruption and immorality in the church
e emphases
— Bible in the vernacular
— Scripture is authoritative over popes and councils
e Council of Constance (1414-1418)
— promise of safe-conduct from King Sigismund
— burned at the stake

— Girolamo Savonarola (1452-98)
e Dominican friar
» preached against corruption and immorality in the church
e excommunicated, 1497; hanged and burned, 1498
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« Reformation efforts did not begin with Martin Luther
— April 18, 1521 at 6pm

e Luther pressured to admit his error
e Luther refuses to recant
— April 26
e Luther left Worms with an armed escort
e Frederick staged a kidnapping and took him to Wartburg Castle, Luther’s
residence for 10 months

— May 25, 1521: Edict of Worms
» Luther is a heretic and enemy of the state
* his works are to be burned
e anyone providing him aid, shelter, etc. will be punished

— The authority of the individual conscience had been proclaimed above
 the authority of church councils

e the weight of tradition
e the emperor
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Theological idea

Erasmus

Luther

human depravity/
original sin

inclines us to sin, but
we are condemned
by our sinful acts

condemns us—we are
unable to choose God
(Rom. 3:10-12)

Jn. 1:12: he gave
right/power

human ability

human ability comes after
regeneration

repent, turn,
choose

what we can do

what we are called to do

operation of
grace

synergism (Phil.
2:12-13)

monergism (Jn. 6:44, 65)

conversion

moral renewal

a transformation from death
to life

43
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e Karl Barth (1886-1986)

— centrality of the cross
— centrality of the Word
e Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906—45)

e Luther and the Pope
— 1517 letter

I have heard evil reports about myself,
most blessed Father, by which T know
that certain friends have put my name in
very bad odor with you and yours, saying
that I have attempted to belittle the
power of the keys and of the Supreme
Pontiff.

Wherefore, most blessed Father, I cast
myself at the feet of your Holiness, with
all that I have and all that I am. Quicken,
kill, call, recall, approve, reprove, as you
will. Your voice T shall recognize the voice
of Christ directing you and speaking in
you. If I have deserved death, I shall not
refuse to die.
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— 1520, Luther: “whoever wrote this bull [Exsurge Domine], he 1s
Antichrist.”
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 Luther and the Pope
— 1517 letter

— 1520, Luther: “whoever wrote this bull [Exsurge Domine], he is
Antichrist.”

* Why was this a turning point?

— Luther’s articulate, powerful, and uncorrupted reminder that grace
* is our only means of salvation
e was made possible only through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ

— Rome was unable to stop many elements of reform proposed by his

predecessors
e authority
e soteriology
e Scripture in the vernacular
* the role of individual conscience with respect to faith

— Rome lost its monopoly on the church
— religion became a major source of conflict in Europe



