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• Charlemagne attended worship Christmas day, 800  
– at the old St. Peter’s Basilica, Rome 
– he is crowned king of the Romans (and the Franks) by Pope Leo III 

(750-816), 795-816 

	

A Christmas Present



• Who was Charlemagne? 

• Who were the Franks and how did their king rise to be known as the 
Holy Roman Emperor? 

• How was it that the leader of Christ’s church, the recognized successor 
to one of Jesus’ disciples acquired sufficient secular power to be 
crowning kings? 

• How did this new relationship between the pope and the greatest ruler 
of northern Europe shape the centuries-long period of Western history 
usually referred to simply as Christendom? 

	

Questions
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• Charles (748-814), 800-14 later the Great 
– was king of the Franks, who 
• were an alliance of several small Germanic tribes
• occupied current Netherlands and Belgium, early 4th century
• gradually gained control over other Germanic tribes mostly by conquest
• increasing their territory to most of western Europe
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• Charles (748-814), 800-14 later the Great 
– was king of the Franks, who 
• were an alliance of several small Germanic tribes
• occupied current Netherlands and Belgium, early 4th century
• gradually gained control over other Germanic tribes mostly by conquest
• increasing their territory to most of western Europe

– Germanic tribes 
• consisted of Alemanni, Angles, Franks, Lombards, Ostrogoths, Saxons, Vandals, 

Visigoths
• migrated from northern Germany, Scandinavia

– Charlemagne wanted recognition that 
• he was officially king of the Franks and king of the Romans
• he was appointed by God
• not that this was somehow a gift of the Pope

	

The Rise of Charlemagne
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• Bishop of Rome became the Pope gradually, partly by leadership, 
partly by rhetoric 
– frequently involved in doctrinal or institutional developments 
– Victor (110/120-199), 189-98, key in fixing date for Easter 
– Damasus I (c.305-384), 366-84, commissioned Jerome to produce Vulgate 
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missing
• there is no association of Peter with Rome elsewhere in the New Testament
• Irenaeus (c.180)

– Peter and Paul found the Roman church
– Peter and Paul appoint Linus as the first bishop after them

• Eusebius and Tertullian: Linus succeeded Peter 
• other traditions

– Peter ordained Linus or Clement
– Peter is not referred to as a bishop

• The first clear claim of Peter as "first bishop" appears around 354
• prior to the mid second century

– there seems to be no record of a bishop of a church
– there is evidence for church governance consisting of a group of presbyters
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• Offices named 
– diako/noß (diákonos) deacon  
– presbu/teroß (presbuteros) elder 
– ėpi÷skopon (episkopon) overseer/bishop 

	

Note on the Greek New Testament

Acts 20:17-28 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the 
church to come to him . . . Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers . . . 
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Note on the Greek New Testament

Acts 20:17-28 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the 
church to come to him . . . Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers . . . 

Titus 1:5 . . . and appoint elders in every town . . . 

Titus 1:7 For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. . . 

Phil. 1:1  To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers 
and deacons . . . 

1Tim. 3:1-2 If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 
Therefore an overseer must be . . .



• Rome was the traditional political capital 
– by tradition, Peter was Rome’s first bishop, but 
• other traditions

– Peter ordained Linus or Clement
– Peter is not referred to as a bishop

• The first clear claim of Peter as "first bishop" appears around 354
• prior to the mid second century

– there seems to be no record of a bishop of a church
– there is evidence for church governance consisting of a group of presbyters

• Certain popes began exercising leadership on key issues 
– Leo I (c.391-461), pope, 440-61 
• contributed to Council of Chalcedon
• met Attila the Hun and persuaded him not to sack Rome, 452 
• promoted the authority of the Bishop of Rome

	

The Rise of the Papacy

Matt. 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
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• Growth and influence of Roman church into Europe 
– Synod of Whitby, 664, England 
– leaders of Germanic tribes converted 
• Clovis, king of the Franks (?-511), 496
• Reccared (c.559-601), king of the Visigoths, Spain, 589

• Political focus of papacy in the 8th-9th centuries 
– Pope Stephen II crowned of Pepin the Short, king of Franks	 	  
– Leo III's crowning of Charlemagne was a strategic alliance 
– Pope wanted 
• military protection 
• independence from Constantinople
• recognition of papal authority 
• Charlemagne to accept Leo’s innocence to charges of adultery and corruption

	

The Rise of the Papacy
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• Influence of Muhammad (c.570-632) 
– Muhammad and his followers 
• forced out of Mecca, 622
• conquered Mecca, 630
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• Frankish dynasty change 
– Carolingian dynasty	 	  
• Pepin the Short (c.714-58), 751-68
• Charlemagne

– missionary and military conqueror
– read City of God each night

• Alcuin (c.735-804)
– scholar, clergyman and teacher
– taught Latin, grammar, and theology
– authored works on exegesis, astronomy
– developed Carolingian minuscule script
– refuted Adoptionist heresy at the Synod of Frankfurt, 794

• Capital of the Empire moved north 
– old Roman Empire: Rome 
– Clovis (first king of the Merovingian dynasty): Paris 
– Charlemagne: Aachen, Germany 
– the focus of the Roman church moved north 

The Rise of Northern Europe
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The Christianity of Christendom

Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved

John 6:53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you have no life in you.



• Sacramental theology 
– sacraments provide physical representation of spiritual reality ~incarnation 
– sacraments are the primary means of receiving God's grace 
– sacraments available only through institutional church 
– seven sacraments speak to every stage of life 
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• Medieval Christendom dominated western culture until the 
Reformation 
– not all within the church worked to support it 
– civil authorities did not generally like to be considered as servants of the 

church 
• Charlemagne’s Christmas Day alliance was not a photo op  

– he put into action significant works as God’s appointed ruler 
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