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Introduction

The rise of monasticism was, after Christ's 

commission to his disciples, the most 

important—and in many ways the most 

beneficial—institutional event in the history 

of Christianity.     -Mark Noll



• Terms 
– monasticism (Christian): The abode of a community of persons living in seclusion 

from the world, dedicated to a life of asceticism and prayer in pursuit of personal 
sanctification, generally united under a superior to obey a common rule by vows of poverty. 

– ascetic: a person who practices extreme self denial or austerity; esp. one of those in the 
early church who retired into solitude for this purpose. 
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Matt. 19:21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, 
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tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

2



• Precursors 
– Elijah 
– John the Baptist 
– Essenes 

• Anthony of Egypt (c.251-356) 
– moved to live in the desert 

	

Early History of Monasticism

Matt. 19:21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, 
go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

Matt. 6:34 “Therefore do not be anxious about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.



• Precursors 
– Elijah 
– John the Baptist 
– Essenes 

• Anthony of Egypt (c.251-356) 
– moved to live in the desert 
– prayer, supernatural healings, spiritual warfare with demons 

	

Early History of Monasticism

Matt. 19:21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, 
go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

Matt. 6:34 “Therefore do not be anxious about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.



• Precursors 
– Elijah 
– John the Baptist 
– Essenes 

• Anthony of Egypt (c.251-356) 
– moved to live in the desert 
– prayer, supernatural healings, spiritual warfare with demons 

• Paul of Thebes (c.227-c.341) 
• went to live in a cave in the desert during the persecution of Decius, ~250
• survived on palm leaves until he was 43
• a raven brought him 1/2 loaf of bread each day until he died, age 113
• Anthony learned about him in a dream and went to visit him

	

Early History of Monasticism



• Precursors 
– Elijah 
– John the Baptist 
– Essenes 

• Anthony of Egypt (c.251-356) 
– moved to live in the desert 
– prayer, supernatural healings, spiritual warfare with demons 

• Paul of Thebes (c.227-c.341) 
• went to live in a cave in the desert during the persecution of Decius, ~250
• survived on palm leaves until he was 43
• a raven brought him 1/2 loaf of bread each day until he died, age 113
• Anthony learned about him in a dream and went to visit him

• Pachmius of Tabenna, Egypt (c.292-348) 
• first cenobitic monastery, ~342
• first to have a written monastic rule
• at his death, 8 monasteries and several hundred monks following his guidance

Early History of Monasticism



• Anthony of Egypt (c.251-356) 
– moved to live in the desert 
– prayer, supernatural healings, spiritual warfare with demons 

• Paul of Thebes (c.227-c.341) 
• went to live in a cave in the desert during the persecution of Decius, ~250
• survived on palm leaves until he was 43
• a raven brought him 1/2 loaf of bread each day until he died, age 113
• Anthony learned about him in a dream and went to visit him

• Pachmius of Tabenna, Egypt (c.292-348) 
• first cenobitic monastery, ~342
• first to have a written monastic rule
• at his death, 8 monasteries and several hundred monks following his guidance

• After his conversion, Augustine established a monastery at Thagaste 
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Hermitic monk Simon Stylites
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St. Catherines Monastery



	

Debra Damo Monastery



	

Debra Damo Monastery



• Biography 
– son of a Roman nobleman 
– sent to Rome for an education 

	

Benedict of Nursia (Italy) (480-547)



• Biography 
– son of a Roman nobleman 
– sent to Rome for an education 
– hermitic monk, 3 years 
– others join him 

	

Benedict of Nursia (Italy) (480-547)



• Biography 
– son of a Roman nobleman 
– sent to Rome for an education 
– hermitic monk, 3 years 
– others join him 
– begins organizing monasteries 
• feeding the poor
• healing the sick
• preaching

	

Benedict of Nursia (Italy) (480-547)



• Biography 
– son of a Roman nobleman 
– sent to Rome for an education 
– hermitic monk, 3 years 
– others join him 
– begins organizing monasteries 
• feeding the poor
• healing the sick
• preaching

• Benedict’s Rule 
• vows of obedience, chastity, and conversatio morum (continual conversion)

– personal possessions forbidden
– search for spiritual perfection
– mandate to work
– commitment to prayer
– service to others
– obedience to abbot as representative of Christ
– no contact with world

Benedict of Nursia (Italy) (480-547)



• Benedict’s Rule 
– vows of obedience, chastity, and conversatio morum (continual conversion) 
• personal possessions forbidden
• search for spiritual perfection
• mandate to work
• commitment to prayer
• service to others
• obedience to abbot as representative of Christ
• no contact with world

– governance 
• one year of probation for new members
• abbot elected by monks

	

Benedict of Nursia (Italy) (480-547)



• Benedict’s Rule 
– vows of obedience, chastity, and conversatio morum (continual conversion) 
• commitment to prayer
• service to others
• obedience to abbot as representative of Christ
• no contact with world

– governance 
• one year of probation for new members
• abbot elected by monks

– schedule 

	

Benedict of Nursia (Italy) (480-547)

Ps. 119:164 
Seven times a 
day I praise 
you for your 
righteous 
rules.



• Benedict’s Rule 
– vows of obedience, chastity, and conversatio morum (continual conversion) 
• commitment to prayer
• service to others
• obedience to abbot as representative of Christ
• no contact with world
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Midnight Matins in the church (~ one hour)
Then back to bed

6 AM Prime in the church (~ ½ hour)
Breakfast
Work or reading

9 AM Chapter Mass in the church
10 AM Chapter meeting in the chapter house
11 AM High Mass in the church
12 noon Dinner

Then siesta
2 PM Nones in the church (~ ½ hour)

Work
4 PM Vespers in the church (~ ½ hour)

Work
6 PM Supper
7 PM Compline, the evening prayer, in the church (~ ½ hour)

Then to bed, later in summer than in winter

Benedictine Monk Summer Schedule 
(Durham, England—14th century)
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Seven times a 
day I praise 
you for your 
righteous 
rules.
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• Benedict’s Rule 
– governance 
• one year of probation for new members
• abbot elected by monks

– schedule 
• alternating work and prayer
• opus Dei (work of God): communal worship seven times/day

– 7 hours: prayer, singing psalms, meditation
– 2-3 hours religious reading
– 6-7 hours manual labor

– Monastic orders 
• Benedictines
• Franciscans
• Dominicans
• Augustinians

	

Benedict of Nursia (Italy) (480-547)



• Missions 
– Patrick (5th century) 
• born in Roman Britain
• enslaved in Ireland, age 16
• monastic training in France
• missionary to Ireland

	

Monastic Contributions

3



• Missions 
– Patrick (5th century) 
• born in Roman Britain
• enslaved in Ireland, age 16
• monastic training in France
• missionary to Ireland

– Columba (521-97) from Ireland to Scotland; monk, 551-97 
• founded several Irish monasteries 
• missionary to Scotland, 563-97
• wrote hymns; transcribed over 300 books

	

Monastic Contributions



• Missions 
– Patrick (5th century) 
• born in Roman Britain
• enslaved in Ireland, age 16
• monastic training in France
• missionary to Ireland

– Columba (521-97) from Ireland to Scotland; monk, 551-97 
• founded several Irish monasteries 
• missionary to Scotland, 563-97
• wrote hymns; transcribed over 300 books

– Augustine of Canterbury (534-604), prior of a monastery in Rome, 595 
• sent by Pope Gregory the Great around 596 to Britain
• converted King Æthelberht (c.550–616)
• first Archbishop of Canterbury, 601

	

Monastic Contributions

4



• Missions 
– Columba (521-97) from Ireland to Scotland; monk, 551-97 
• founded several Irish monasteries 
• missionary to Scotland, 563-97
• wrote hymns; transcribed over 300 books

– Augustine of Canterbury (534-604), prior of a monastery in Rome, 595 
• sent by Pope Gregory the Great around 596 to Britain
• converted King Æthelberht (c.550–616)
• first Archbishop of Canterbury, 601

– Boniface (c.680-754) 
• Benedictine monk, c.700
• “Apostle to Germany”
• helped reform the Frankish church
• martyred, 754

	

Monastic Contributions

5



• Missions 
– Augustine of Canterbury (534-604), prior of a monastery in Rome, 595 
• sent by Pope Gregory the Great around 596 to Britain
• converted King Æthelberht (c.550–616)
• first Archbishop of Canterbury, 601

– Boniface (c.680-754) 
• Benedictine monk, c.700
• “Apostle to Germany”
• helped reform the Frankish church
• martyred, 754

– Cyril (826/7-869) and Methodius (815-85) 
• brothers who became Byzantine monks
• developed the Glagolitic or Cyrillic script 
• translated Bible into Slavonic

	

Monastic Contributions



• Missions 
– Cyril (826/7-869) and Methodius (815-85) 
• brothers who became Byzantine monks
• developed the Glagolitic or Cyrillic script 
• translated Bible into Slavonic

	

Monastic Contributions



• Missions 
– Augustine of Canterbury (534-604), prior of a monastery in Rome, 595 
• sent by Pope Gregory the Great around 596 to Britain
• converted King Æthelberht (c.550–616)
• first Archbishop of Canterbury, 601

– Boniface (c.680-754), Benedictine monk, c.700 
• “Apostle to Germany”
• helped reform the Frankish church
• martyred, 754

– Cyril (826/7-869) and Methodius (815-85), Byzantine monks 
• brothers who became Byzantine monks
• developed the Glagolitic or Cyrillic script 
• translated Bible into Slavonic

– Raymond Llull (c. 1232-1316), Franciscan monk, 1272-1316 
• founded a hermitage of the Holy Trinity in Miramar
• 1291-1314, trips to Tunis

	

Monastic Contributions

6



• Missions 
– Cyril (826/7-869) and Methodius (815-85) 
• brothers who became Byzantine monks
• developed the Glagolitic or Cyrillic script 
• translated Bible into Slavonic

– Raymond Llull (c. 1232-1316) 
• Franciscan monk
• founded a hermitage of the Holy Trinity in Miramar
• 1291-1314, trips to Tunis

• Service to the world 
– Gerbert of Aurillac (c. 946-1003), Benedictine monk, 963-67, 980-83 
• later Pope Sylvester II
• humanist scholar (mathematics, astronomy, music, grammar, logic, rhetoric)

	

Monastic Contributions

7



• Missions 
– Cyril (826/7-869) and Methodius (815-85) 
• brothers who became Byzantine monks
• developed the Glagolitic or Cyrillic script 
• translated Bible into Slavonic

– Raymond Llull (c. 1232-1316) 
• Franciscan monk
• founded a hermitage of the Holy Trinity in Miramar
• 1291-1314, trips to Tunis

• Service to the world 
– Gerbert of Aurillac (c. 946-1003), Benedictine monk, 963-67, 980-83 
• later Pope Sylvester II
• humanist scholar (mathematics, astronomy, music, grammar, logic, rhetoric)

– Roger Bacon (c.1219/20-c.1292) 
• scholar of philosophy, science, theology
• we should begin by studying the Bible

Monastic Contributions

8



• Service to the world 
– Gerbert of Aurillac (c. 946-1003), Benedictine monk, 963-67, 980-83 
• later Pope Sylvester II
• humanist scholar (mathematics, astronomy, music, grammar, logic, rhetoric)

– Roger Bacon (c.1219/20-c.1292), Franciscan friar, c.1250-c.1292 
• scholar of philosophy, science, theology
• we should begin by studying the Bible

– William of Ockham (c.1287-1347), Franciscan friar, c.1301-47 
• noted scholar in logic, philosophy, and theology
• theological truths can be apprehended only by faith
• proto-Protestant

– denied papal infallibility
– affirmed separation of church and state

	

Monastic Contributions

9



• Service to the world 
– Gerbert of Aurillac (c. 946-1003), Benedictine monk, 963-67, 980-83 
• later Pope Sylvester II
• humanist scholar (mathematics, astronomy, music, grammar, logic, rhetoric)

– Roger Bacon (c.1219/20-c.1292), Franciscan friar, c.1250-c.1292 
• scholar of philosophy, science, theology
• we should begin by studying the Bible

– William of Ockham (c.1287-1347), Franciscan friar, c.1301-47 
• noted scholar in logic, philosophy, and theology
• theological truths can be apprehended only by faith
• proto-Protestant

– denied papal infallibility
– affirmed separation of church and state

– John Duns Scotus (c.1265/66-1308), Franciscan friar, 1281-1308 
• professor of philosophy and theology at Cologne, Oxford, Paris
• author of 50 works

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the world 
– William of Ockham (c.1287-1347), Franciscan friar, c.1301-47 
• noted scholar in logic, philosophy, and theology
• theological truths can be apprehended only by faith
• proto-Protestant

– denied papal infallibility
– affirmed separation of church and state

– John Duns Scotus (c.1265/66-1308), Franciscan friar, 1281-1308 
• professor of philosophy and theology at Cologne, Oxford, Paris
• author of 50 works

• Service to the Church 
– Cappadocian Fathers 
• Basil the Great (330-79), monk, c.358, Bishop of Caesarea, 370
• Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-c.395), monk, c.365, Bishop of Nyssa, 372
• Gregory of Nazianzus (329-390), monk, c.360), Patriarch of Constantinople, 381

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the world 
– William of Ockham (c.1287-1347), Franciscan friar, c.1301-47 
• proto-Protestant

– denied papal infallibility
– affirmed separation of church and state

– John Duns Scotus (c.1265/66-1308), Franciscan friar, 1281-1308 
• professor of philosophy and theology at Cologne, Oxford, Paris
• author of 50 works

• Service to the Church 
– Cappadocian Fathers 
• Basil the Great (330-79), monk, c.358, Bishop of Caesarea, 370
• Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-c.395), monk, c.365, Bishop of Nyssa, 372
• Gregory of Nazianzus (329-390), monk, c.360), Patriarch of Constantinople, 381

– Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
• Manichaeism (a form of gnosticism)

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the world 
– William of Ockham (c.1287-1347), Franciscan friar, c.1301-47 
• proto-Protestant

– denied papal infallibility
– affirmed separation of church and state

– John Duns Scotus (c.1265/66-1308), Franciscan friar, 1281-1308 
• professor of philosophy and theology at Cologne, Oxford, Paris
• author of 50 works

• Service to the Church 
– Cappadocian Fathers 
• Basil the Great (330-79), monk, c.358, Bishop of Caesarea, 370
• Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-c.395), monk, c.365, Bishop of Nyssa, 372
• Gregory of Nazianzus (329-390), monk, c.360), Patriarch of Constantinople, 381

– Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
• Manichaeism (a form of gnosticism)
• Donatism (believers and especially clergy must be holy)

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the world 
– William of Ockham (c.1287-1347), Franciscan friar, c.1301-47 
• proto-Protestant

– denied papal infallibility
– affirmed separation of church and state

– John Duns Scotus (c.1265/66-1308), Franciscan friar, 1281-1308 
• professor of philosophy and theology at Cologne, Oxford, Paris
• author of 50 works

• Service to the Church 
– Cappadocian Fathers 
• Basil the Great (330-79), monk, c.358, Bishop of Caesarea, 370
• Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-c.395), monk, c.365, Bishop of Nyssa, 372
• Gregory of Nazianzus (329-390), monk, c.360), Patriarch of Constantinople, 381

– Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
• Manichaeism (a form of gnosticism)
• Donatism (believers and especially clergy must be holy)
• Pelagianism (denied original sin; affirmed innate free will)

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Cappadocian Fathers 
• Basil the Great (330-79), monk, c.358, Bishop of Caesarea, 370
• Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-c.395), monk, c.365, Bishop of Nyssa, 372
• Gregory of Nazianzus (329-390), monk, c.360), Patriarch of Constantinople, 381

– Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
• Manichaeism (a form of gnosticism)
• Donatism (believers and especially clergy must be holy)
• Pelagianism (denied original sin; affirmed innate free will)

– Jerome (342/347-420), hermitic monk, 375-379/380 
• translated the Bible into Latin, 382-405
• Bethlehem, founded a monastery, 386-420

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Cappadocian Fathers 
• Basil the Great (330-79), monk, c.358, Bishop of Caesarea, 370
• Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-c.395), monk, c.365, Bishop of Nyssa, 372
• Gregory of Nazianzus (329-390), monk, c.360), Patriarch of Constantinople, 381

– Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
• Manichaeism (a form of gnosticism)
• Donatism (believers and especially clergy must be holy)
• Pelagianism (denied original sin; affirmed innate free will)

– Jerome (342/347-420), hermitic monk, 375-379/380 
• translated the Bible into Latin, 382-405
• Bethlehem, founded a monastery, 386-420

– Dionysius Exiguus (c.470-c.544), monk, c.500-c.544 
• translated many texts and ecclesiastical documents from Greek into Latin
• calendar:Anno Domini, dates for Easter

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
• Manichaeism (a form of gnosticism)
• Donatism (believers and especially clergy must be holy)
• Pelagianism (denied original sin; affirmed innate free will)

– Jerome (342/347-420), hermitic monk, 375-379/380 
• translated the Bible into Latin, 382-405
• Bethlehem, founded a monastery, 386-420

– Dionysius Exiguus (c.470-c.544), monk, c.500-c.544 
• translated many texts and ecclesiastical documents from Greek into Latin
• calendar:Anno Domini, dates for Easter

– Cassiodorus (c.485–c.585) 
• statesman and scholar
• established the Vivarium monastery, 544-585

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Jerome (342/347-420), hermitic monk, 375-379/380 
• translated the Bible into Latin, 382-405
• Bethlehem, founded a monastery, 386-420

– Dionysius Exiguus (c.470-c.544), monk, c.500-c.544 
• translated many texts and ecclesiastical documents from Greek into Latin
• calendar:Anno Domini, dates for Easter

– Cassiodorus (c.485–c.585) 
• statesman and scholar
• established the Vivarium monastery, 544-585

– Pope Gregory I (c.540-604), Benedictine monk, 574/575-579, 585/586-590 
• church reform
• sent missionaries to Europe

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Jerome (342/347-420), hermitic monk, 375-379/380 
• translated the Bible into Latin, 382-405
• Bethlehem, founded a monastery, 386-420

– Dionysius Exiguus (c.470-c.544), monk, c.500-c.544 
• translated many texts and ecclesiastical documents from Greek into Latin
• calendar:Anno Domini, dates for Easter

– Cassiodorus (c.485–c.585) 
• statesman and scholar
• established the Vivarium monastery, 544-585

– Pope Gregory I (c.540-604), Benedictine monk, 574/575-579, 585/586-590 
• church reform
• sent missionaries to Europe

– Bede (672/673-735), Benedictine monk, 680-735 
• church history
• commentaries, sermons, exegetical works

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Pope Gregory I (c.540-604), Benedictine monk, 574/575-579, 585/586-590 
• church reform
• sent missionaries to Europe

– Bede (672/673-735), Benedictine monk, 680-735 
• church history
• commentaries, sermons, exegetical works

– Anselm of Canterbury (1033/4-1109), Benedictine monk at Bec, 1061-78 
• exiled over the investiture controversy, 1097-1100, 1105-1107

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Pope Gregory I (c.540-604), Benedictine monk, 574/575-579, 585/586-590 
• church reform
• sent missionaries to Europe

– Bede (672/673-735), Benedictine monk, 680-735 
• church history
• commentaries, sermons, exegetical works

– Anselm of Canterbury (1033/4-1109), Benedictine monk at Bec, 1061-78 
• exiled over the investiture controversy, 1097-1100, 1105-1107
• major works

– Cur Deus Homo [Why God became a man]
– Proslogion [Discoruse]

• moral reform among the clergy

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Bede (672/673-735), Benedictine monk, 680-735 
• church history
• commentaries, sermons, exegetical works

– Anselm of Canterbury (1033/4-1109), Benedictine monk at Bec, 1061-78 
• exiled over the investiture controversy, 1097-1100, 1105-1107
• major works

– Cur Deus Homo [Why God became a man]
– Proslogion [Discoruse]

• moral reform among the clergy
– Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153), Benedictine monk, 1113-53 
• helped found the Cistercians, a reform branch of the Benedictines
• hymns

– O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
– Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee
– Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

• helped found 163 monasteries
• intimate knowledge of Scripture as seen in his writing and preaching

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Anselm of Canterbury (1033/4-1109), Benedictine monk at Bec, 1061-78 
• major works

– Cur Deus Homo [Why God became a man]
– Proslogion [Discoruse]

• moral reform among the clergy
– Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153), Benedictine monk, 1113-53 
• helped found the Cistercians, a reform branch of the Benedictines
• hymns

– O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
– Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee
– Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

• helped found 163 monasteries
• intimate knowledge of Scripture as seen in his writing and preaching

– Dominic de Guzmán (c. 1170–1221) 
• emphasized preaching
• challenged Cathar (a gnostic-like heresy) beliefs and tried to convert them

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153), Benedictine monk, 1113-53 
• helped found the Cistercians, a reform branch of the Benedictines
• hymns

– O Sacred Head, Now Wounded
– Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee
– Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts

• helped found 163 monasteries
• intimate knowledge of Scripture as seen in his writing and preaching

– Dominic de Guzmán (c. 1170–1221) 
• emphasized preaching
• challenged Cathar (a gnostic-like heresy) beliefs and tried to convert them

– Francis of Assisi (c.1181-1226) 
• wandering preacher
• started a new order, Franciscans, 1209
• Fifth Crusade, 1219

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Dominic de Guzmán (c. 1170–1221) 
• emphasized preaching
• challenged Cathar (a gnostic-like heresy) beliefs and tried to convert them

– Francis of Assisi (c.1181-1226) 
• wandering preacher
• started a new order, Franciscans, 1209
• Fifth Crusade, 1219

– Albertus Magnus (c.1200-1280), Dominican friar, 1223/1229-1280 
• theology professor in Germany and Paris
• Bishop of Regensburg, 1260
• teacher of Thomas Aquinas
• left 38 volumes on philosophy, science, and theology

	

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Dominic de Guzmán (c. 1170–1221) 
• emphasized preaching
• challenged Cathar (a gnostic-like heresy) beliefs and tried to convert them

– Francis of Assisi (c.1181-1226) 
• wandering preacher
• started a new order, Franciscans, 1209
• Fifth Crusade, 1219

– Albertus Magnus (c.1200-1280), Dominican friar, 1223/1229-1280 
• theology professor in Germany and Paris
• Bishop of Regensburg, 1260
• teacher of Thomas Aquinas
• left 38 volumes on philosophy, science, and theology

– Bonaventure (1221-74), Franciscan friar, 1243-74 
• the goal of theology is not truth or knowledge of God, but to love God
• Scripture is the foundation of theology
• theology is the foundation for philosophy and all other learning

Monastic Contributions



• Service to the Church 
– Albertus Magnus (c.1200-1280), Dominican friar, 1223/1229-1280 
• theology professor in Germany and Paris
• Bishop of Regensburg, 1260
• teacher of Thomas Aquinas
• left 38 volumes on philosophy, science, and theology

– Bonaventure (1221-74), Franciscan friar, 1243-74 
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• Service to the Church 
– Thomas Aquinas (1224/5-1274), Dominican friar, 1244-74 
• theology professor in Germany, Paris, Rome
• dominant influence on Catholic theology
• worked to harmonize Aristotelian philosophy with Christian theology
• wrote nearly 100 works

– Reformation leaders 
• Martin Luther (1483–1546): German
• John Calvin (1509–1564): French
• Huldrych Zwingli (1484–1531): Swiss 
• Philip Melanchthon (1497–1560): German 
• Thomas Cranmer (1486–1541) English
• John Knox (c. 1514–1572): Scottish
• John Wycliffe (c. 1329–1384), English
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• monasteries provided centers of learning, they

– preserved knowledge, 
– fostered literacy
– established structured education
– created libraries

• monks developed curriculum
– trivium (grammar, logic, rhetoric)
– quadrivium (arithmetic, geometry, music, astronomy)

– two phase missionary movement 
• 500-1000, evangelizing the barbarians
• 1000-1500, itinerant preaching to defeat nominalism with genuine faith
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Region/People Century Leaders

Irish/British Celts    5th-6th Patrick, Columba, David

Anglo-Saxons 6th-7th Augustine of Canterbury

Germans 7th-8th Boniface

East. & Southern Slavs 9th-10th Cyril and Methodius

Scandinavians 9th-11th English monk Willibrord

Poles and Czechs 10th-11th Adalbert of Prague

Baltic people 11th-14th Otto of Bamberg

Mogols, Islam, Asia 13th-14th William of Rubruck, Franciscans



• Monks, almost alone, sustained essential core of church 
– monastic orders were places of education and scholarship 
• monasteries provided centers of learning, they

– preserved knowledge, 
– fostered literacy
– established structured education
– created libraries

• monks developed curriculum
– trivium (grammar, logic, rhetoric)
– quadrivium (arithmetic, geometry, music, astronomy)

• Negative aspects 
– all human institutions eventually lose their way   
• keeping the founder’s vision
• increasing wealth and therefore power
• corruption, lax attitudes
• arrogance
• accountability

Summary



• Monks, almost alone, sustained essential core of church 
– monastic orders were places of education and scholarship 
• monks developed curriculum

– trivium (grammar, logic, rhetoric)
– quadrivium (arithmetic, geometry, music, astronomy)

• Negative aspects 
– all human institutions eventually lose their way   
• keeping the founder’s vision
• increasing wealth and therefore power
• corruption, lax attitudes
• arrogance
• accountability

– indifference for family life and society in general 

	

Summary



• Negative aspects 
– all human institutions eventually lose their way   
• keeping the founder’s vision
• increasing wealth and therefore power
• corruption, lax attitudes
• arrogance
• accountability

– indifference for family life and society in general 
• Specific notes 

– Benedictines were  
• never approved as an order
• provided a stable model for monasticism with Benedict’s Rule
• served a critical role as a copy center for books
• emphasized literacy and education
• liturgy was structured to read/recite all the psalms once/wk; some more often

Summary



• Negative aspects 
– all human institutions eventually lose their way   
• keeping the founder’s vision
• increasing wealth and therefore power
• corruption, lax attitudes
• arrogance
• accountability

– indifference for family life and society in general 
• Specific notes 

– Benedictines were  
• never approved as an order
• provided a stable model for monasticism with Benedict’s Rule
• served a critical role as a copy center for books
• emphasized literacy and education
• liturgy was structured to read/recite all the psalms once/wk; some more often

– Franciscans (friars), 1209 excelled at missions, evangelism, ministry to the 
poor, education, theology 

Summary



• Negative aspects 
– indifference for family life and society in general 

• Specific notes 
– Benedictines were  
• never approved as an order
• provided a stable model for monasticism with Benedict’s Rule
• served a critical role as a copy center for books
• emphasized literacy and education
• liturgy was structured to read/recite all the psalms once/wk; some more often

– Franciscans (friars), 1209 excelled at missions, evangelism, ministry to the 
poor, education, theology 

– Dominican (friars), 1216 
• excelled at preaching, missions, theological scholarship, apologetics, education
• directed the Inquisition

	

Summary



• Negative aspects 
– indifference for family life and society in general 

• Specific notes 
– Benedictines were  
• never approved as an order
• provided a stable model for monasticism with Benedict’s Rule
• served a critical role as a copy center for books
• emphasized literacy and education
• liturgy was structured to read/recite all the psalms once/wk; some more often

– Franciscans (friars), 1209 excelled at missions, evangelism, ministry to the 
poor, education, theology 

– Dominican (friars), 1216 
• excelled at preaching, missions, theological scholarship, apologetics, education
• directed the Inquisition

– Augustinian (monks), 1256 excelled at pastoral ministry, theology, 
education, missions 

Summary



• Specific notes 
– Benedictines were  
• never approved as an order
• provided a stable model for monasticism with Benedict’s Rule
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• liturgy was structured to read/recite all the psalms once/wk; some more often

– Franciscans (friars), 1209 excelled at missions, evangelism, ministry to the 
poor, education, theology 

– Dominican (friars), 1216 
• excelled at preaching, missions, theological scholarship, apologetics, education
• directed the Inquisition

– Augustinian (monks), 1256 excelled at pastoral ministry, theology, 
education, missions 

• Questions 
– What is the relationship between ascetic privation and sinful nature? 
– What is the relationship between incarnation and withdrawal from world? 
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