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James 11 (1633-1701), 1685-88

— attempted to move the country toward Rome

— sensing a crisis for Protestants, William assembled an invading force

— James loses support and the French appear

— Parliament decided that James had abdicated and invited Mary and William
— Glorious Revolution, 1688

William III (1650-1702), 1689-1702 and Mary II (1662-94), 1689-94
— Act of Toleration, 1689

— escaped an assassination attempt by the Jacobites, 1696

— Act of Settlement, 1701

Anne (1665-1714), 1702-14

— married Prince George (1653-1708), a Lutheran Dane

— succeeded by a second cousin

Stuarts succeeded by Hanovers

— George I (1660-1727), 1714-27

— decline in political implications of church-state relations
16
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— founded many pietistic outreach organizations
* medical clinic
* home for homeless beggars
* Bible publishing house
e Paedagogium (prep school)

Count Ludwig Nicholas von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760
— student of Francke

— leader of renewed Moravian church
e left the Lutheran church
e strong missionary effort
e Moravian outreach to Georgia led to John Wesley's conversion

Johann Albrecht Bengel, 1687-1752

— led Moravians who remained Lutherans

— careful scholar who influenced John Wesley

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, "father of American Lutheranism sent to
U.S. by Moravians
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* Charles (1707-88)
— Oxford University, BA, 1730; MA, 1732
— ordained deacon and priest (1735)

— Holy Club

formed with John, George Whitefield and others
met daily, 6-9am, for Scripture and prayer

fasted Wednesday and Friday until 3pm

visited prisoners
* key member, George Whitefield (1714-70)

« Conversion of the Wesleys, 1736
— John and Charles went as missionaries to the colony of Georgia, 1735
— Atlantic storm

— John's conversation with August Gottlieb Spangenberg (1704-1792),
February 1736
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The Wesleys and Whitefield

Wesley’s record of their conversation:

Spangenberg said, ‘My brother, I must first ask you one or two questions. Have
you the witness within yourself? Does the Spirit of God bear witness with your
spirit, that you are a child of God?’

Wesley says, ‘I was surprised, and knew not what to answer. He observed it
and asked, “Do you know Jesus Christ?” I paused, and said, “I know he 1s
Savior of the world”.

“True”, replied he; “but do you know he has saved you?” I answered, “I hope
he has died to save me”. He only added, “Do you know yourself?” I said, “I

do”. But I fear they were vain words’.

46
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The Wesleys and Whitefield

Mr. Charles Wesley read the Preface aloud. At the words, ‘What, have
we then nothing to do? No! nothing but only accept of Him, “Who of
God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness and sanctification
and redemption”, there came such a power over me as | cannot well
describe; my great burden fell off in an instant; my heart was so filled
with peace and love that | burst into tears. | almost thought | saw our
Saviour! My companions, perceiving me so affected, fell on their
knees and prayed. When | afterwards went into the street, | could

scarcely feel the ground | trod upon.”
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The Wesleys and Whitefield

In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in
Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface
to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine,
while he was describing the change which God works in
the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely
warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for
salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken

away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin

and death.

50
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The Wesleys and Whitefield

e Conversion of the Wesleys, 1736

— John's conversation with August Gottlieb Spangenberg (1704-1792),
February 1736
— back in London, both brothers met Moravian Peter Boehler, March 1738

— Charles was 1ll; a friend brought a copy of Luther's commentary on
Galatians on May 18

— he recorded his conversion a few days later, May 21, 1738
— John at Aldersgate service, May 24, 1738
* Conversion of George Whitefield, 1735
— undergraduate at Oxford
— began evangelizing and preaching
— ordained deacon, 1735, and priest, 1739
— seven voyages to the American colonies, 1737-69
— began outdoor preaching, 1739
— Whitefield split with Wesley upon discovering reformed theology
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The Methodist Movement

* Wesleyan Methodists
— followed John Wesley

— adopted Moravian practices
e small group cell meetings
e voluntary organizations for social reform (slavery, alcohol, education)

— formally began as the Methodist Episcopal Church in America, 1784
— Methodist Church of England separated from the Anglicans, 1795
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— 1t was a significant part evangelical movement historically
e the Bible
e the Cross
e conversion
» evangelizing with the whole Gospel



