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— Attended by 230 bishops
— Called by Emperor Constantine

— Reason

e division and discord in the church over the divinity of Jesus Christ
e presbyter Arius (250 or 256-336), of Alexandria
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* Religious Context
— Primary ecclesiastical centers were Alexandria, Antioch, Rome

— Difficulty understanding who Jesus was
e not divine
— Ebionitism
— Arianism
* not human
— Docetistism
— Marcionism
* not a person, a manifestation of God

— modalism
— Today: Oneness Pentecostalism: Acts 8:16; 10:48; 19:5; 22:16

Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them,
“Repent and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ . . .
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— Difficulty understanding who Jesus was
* not a person, a manifestation of God
— modalism

— Today: Oneness Pentecostalism: Acts 8:16; 10:48; 19:5; 22:16
— United Pentecostal Church

e 203 countries
e 45,000 churches

e 6.2 million members
» Political Context

— Diocletian (c. 242-311), 284-305

* one of the more effective emperors
e restructured government
— east

e Augustus Diocletian

e (aesar Galerius (c.258-311), 293-305; Augustus, 305-311
— west

e Augustus Maximian (c.250-c.310), 286-305
e (Caesar Constantius I (¢.250-306), 293-305; Augustus, 305-06
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Council of Nicaea

* Political Context

— Succession
e 312, Battle of the Milvian Bridge
— Constantine’s dream to use XPIZTOX
— In Hoc Signo Vinces
— Edict of Milan
e Christianity legalized
e property returned
e 324, Battle of Adrianople
e 325, Licinius accused of plotting a revolt; arrested and hanged

— Constantine I (the Great) (272-337), 306-37

e generally favored Christians
— Christians banned from pagan sacrifices
— Sunday a day if rest for everyone
— Christian symbols on coins

* but continued to subsidize pagan temples
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* Political Context

— Succession
e 324, Battle of Adrianople
e 325, Licinius accused of plotting a revolt; arrested and hanged

— Constantine I (the Great) (272-337), 306-37

e generally favored Christians
— Christians banned from pagan sacrifices
— Sunday a day if rest for everyone
— Christian symbols on coins
* but continued to subsidize pagan temples
e was his conversion genuine?

e The Arian Challenge
— Arius (250/256-336)

"There was a time
* promoted his views with little jingles when #e was not”

e popular presbyter




The uncreated God has made the Son

N A beginning of things created,
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Council of Nicaea

* Religious Context
— Primary ecclesiastical centers were Alexandria, Antioch, Rome

— Difficulty understanding who Jesus was
* not divine
e not human
e not a distinct person, a manifestation of God

e The Arian Challenge

— Arius (250/256-336)
e popular presbyter
e promoted his views with little jingles
e and hymns, such as what Arius supposedly sang to the emperor

— Arian teachings
* We acknowledge one God, Who is alone ingenerate (i.e., self-existent), alone
eternal, alone without beginning, alone true, alone possessing immortality, alone
wise, alone good, alone sovereign, alone judge of all, completely transcendent,
immutable, unknowable . . .
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Bishop Alexander convened a church synod of the Alexandrian churches
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The Arian Challenge

— Great disruption and division in the church and society

e church
— Arius accused Bishop Alexander of Sabellianism
— Bishop Alexander convened a church synod of the Alexandrian churches
— Arius went to Libya and persuaded a bishop of his views
— Alexander convened a council of ~100 bishops across Egypt and Libya
— Arius went to Palestine and recruited more bishops
— Arians resorted to violence in Alexandria and elsewhere
— Arius’ campaign was quite successful, including Eusebius of Caesarea

* society

"If you ask someone to give you
change, he philosophizes about the
Begotten and the Unbegotten . . .

If you say to the attendant, "Is my
bath ready?’, he tells you that the
Son was made out of nothing."
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e church

Council of Nicaea
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Bishop Alexander convened a church synod of the Alexandrian ¢!
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* society

Greek Queen Olga commissioned a new translation of the Gospels, 1890s
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homoiousios (similar)
heteroousios (different)
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e only God the Father is good

— Arians: Jesus admits that he 1s not God

Mark 10:18 And Jesus said to him,
Why do you call me good? No one
is good except God alone.



Council of Nicaea

* Constantine Calls a Council, 325
— Results

e carefully worded theology adopted: Jesus Christ

— was God in the same sense that the Father was God.
— was consubstantial with the Father.

Mark 10:18 And Jesus said to him,
— was begotten, not created
: : Why do you call me good? No one
— Jesus Christ became man in order to save us | .
: : is good except God alone.
* Arius and two strong supporters exiled

 Arian use of Scripture

— Arians and others rely on two tactics
e using selective passages
* misinterpretation
— Examples
e only God the Father is good
— Arians: Jesus admits that he is not God
— orthodox: it’s not clear what the young man means:
e if only God is good, why the flattery? or
e does the young man really mean that Jesus is God?

Elsewhere, Jesus

forgives sin: Mark 2:5-10

accepts worship: Jn. 9:38

claims to be God: Jn. 10:30; 20:28
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* Constantine Calls a Council, 325
— Results

 Arian use of Scripture

— Arians and others rely on two tactics
e using selective passages
* misinterpretation

— Examples
e only God the Father is good
— Arians: Jesus admits that he is not God
— orthodox: it’s not clear what the young man means:
 if only God is good, why the flattery? or
e does the young man really mean that Jesus is God?
 the Father is the only true God
— Arians: if the Father is the only true God, obviously the Son cannot be

In. 17:3 And this is eternal life, that
they know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent.
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 Arian use of Scripture
— Arians and others rely on two tactics

e using selective passages In. 17:3 And this is eternal life, that
e misinterpretation they know you, the only true God,

— Examples and Jesus Christ whom you have
e only God the Father is good sent.

— Arians: Jesus admits that he is not God
— orthodox: it’s not clear what the young man means:
* if only God is good, why the flattery? or
e does the young man really mean that Jesus is God?
 the Father is the only true God

— Arians: if the Father is the only true God, obviously the Son cannot be
— orthodox:

e unless they are one

 his statement is setting God apart from all false gods
* nowhere do we read that the Son is not God

Heb. 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God
and the exact imprint of his nature
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 Arian use of Scripture
— Examples
e only God the Father is good

— Arnians: Jesus admits that he i1s not God

orthodox: it’s not clear what the young man means:

e if only God is good, why the flattery? or In. 14:28 ... the Father
e does the young man really mean that Jesus is God? | js greater than 1.”
e the Father is the only true God

In. 6:38 I have come down from
heaven, not to do my own will but
the will of him who sent me.

— Arians: if the Father is the only true God, obviously the Son cannot be
— orthodox:

e unless they are one

* his statement is setting God apart from all false gods
e nowhere do we read that the Son is not God
e relationship of the Son to the Father

— Anans: Jesus is inferior to the Father
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 Arian use of Scripture

In. 6:38 I have come down from
— Examples

heaven, not to do my own will but
e only God the Father is good the will of him who sent me.

— Arians: Jesus admits that he is not God
— orthodox: it’s not clear what the young man means:
 if only God is good, why the flattery? or

* does the young man really mean that Jesus is God?
e the Father is the only true God

In. 14:28 ... the Father
is greater than I.”

— Arians: if the Father is the only true God, obviously the Son cannot be
— orthodox:

e unless they are one
* his statement is setting God apart from all false gods

e nowhere do we read that the Son 1s not God
 relationship of the Son to the Father

— Arians: Jesus 18 inferior to the Father
— orthodox: this speaks of function, not essence
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* Arian use of Scripture Col. 1:15 He is the image of the

— Examples invisible God, the firstborn of all
o the Father is the only true God creation.
— Arnians: if the Father is the only true God, obviously the Son cannot be
— orthodox:

e unless they are one

* his statement is setting God apart from all false gods

* nowhere do we read that the Son is not God Hey. 5:5 You are my Son
* relationship of the Son to the Father today I have begotten

you

— Arnans: Jesus 1s inferior to the Father

— orthodox: this speaks of function, not essence
 origin of the Son

— Arnians:

* begotten and firstborn understood in the normal sense
* therefore the Son was created and had a beginning
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— Arnians: if the Father is the only true God, obviously the Son cannot be
— orthodox:

e unless they are one

* his statement is setting God apart from all false gods

* nowhere do we read that the Son is not God Hey. 5:5 You are my Son
* relationship of the Son to the Father today I have begotten

you

— Arnans: Jesus 1s inferior to the Father

— orthodox: this speaks of function, not essence
 origin of the Son

— Arnians:

* begotten and firstborn understood in the normal sense

* therefore the Son was created and had a beginning
— orthodox:

 all angels were created by God in the same sense that he created the world
e the Bible nowhere says that the Son was created

John 8:58 Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.
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* therefore the Son was created and had a beginning
— orthodox:
 all angels were created by God in the same sense that he created the world
 the Bible nowhere says that the Son was created
e worship God alone
— Arians: worship the Father alone
— orthodox: the worship of Jesus is seen as proper many times in the Bible: Mt. 14:33;
Lk.25:52; Jn. 9:38; Rev. 22:3
Hey. 1:6 And again, when he brings
the firstborn into the world, he says,
Let all God’s angels worship him.



Council of Nicaea

* Arian use of Scripture Jn 4:6 Jacob’s well was there;

— Examples so Jesus, wearied as he was
 origin of the Son from his journey . . .
— Arians:

e begotten and firstborn understood in the normal sense
* therefore the Son was created and had a beginning
— orthodox:
 all angels were created by God in the same sense that he created the world
e the Bible nowhere says that the Son was created
e worship God alone
— Arians: worship the Father alone
— orthodox: the worship of Jesus is seen as proper many times in the Bible: Mt. 14:33;
Lk.25:52; Jn. 9:38; Rev. 22:3
e the Son became tired and weak
— Arians: this proves he was not God



Council of Nicaea

* Arian use of Scripture Jn 4:6 Jacob’s well was there;

— Examples so Jesus, wearied as he was

e worship God alone from his journey . . .
— Arians: worship the Father alone

— orthodox: the worship of Jesus is seen as proper many times in the Bible: Mt. 14:33;
Lk.25:52; Jn. 9:38; Rev. 22:3
* the Son became tired and weak
— Arians: this proves he was not God
— orthodox: in becoming a man, the Son temporarily laid aside the independent exercise
of his divine attributes

Phil. 2:5-8 Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself . . .
being born in the likeness of men, And being found in human form ...
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 Arian use of Scripture

— Examples
e worship God alone
— Arians: worship the Father alone
— orthodox: the worship of Jesus is seen as proper many times in the Bible: Mt. 14:33;
Lk.25:52; Jn. 9:38; Rev. 22:3
* the Son became tired and weak
— Arians: this proves he was not God
— orthodox: in becoming a man, the Son temporarily laid aside the independent exercise
of his divine attributes
* only God can do miracles, such as raise the dead
— Arians: Jesus did miracles only by the power of God the Father
— orthodox: the Son and the Father alike perform miracles like raising the dead

In 5:26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son
also to have life in himself.
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 Arian use of Scripture

— Examples

e the Son became tired and weak
— Arians: this proves he was not God
— orthodox: in becoming a man, the Son temporarily laid aside the independent exercise

of his divine attributes

e only God can do miracles, such as raise the dead
— Arians: Jesus did miracles only by the power of God the Father
— orthodox: the Son and the Father alike perform miracles like raising the dead

» After Nicaea
— 328, Alexander died and Athanasius became bishop of Alexandria
— Arius was condemned, but did not give up
— Constantine appeared to value peace over doctrinal purity
— 334, Arius returned from exile
— 335-37, Athanasius exiled to Trier (Germany)
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— 328, Alexander died and Athanasius became bishop of Alexandria
— Arius was condemned, but did not give up
— Constantine appeared to value peace over doctrinal purity
— 334, Arius returned from exile
— 335-37, Athanasius exiled to Trier (Germany)
— 337, Constantine died; Athanasius returns from exile
— Constantine I (the Great) (272-337), 306-37 Christian to Arian
— Constantius II (317-61), 337-61, Arian
— Julian the Apostate (331-363), 361-63 Christian to pagan
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2Chr. 12:1-3 When the rule of Rehoboam was established
and he was strong, he abandoned the law of the LORD, and
all Israel with him. In the fifth year of King Rehoboam,
because they had been unfaithful to the LORD, Shishak
king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem with 1,200

chariots and 60,000 horsemen. And the people were without

number who came with him from Egypt—Libyans, Sukkiim, and

Ethiopians.

62
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e After Nicaea

— Ethiopia/Aksumite Empire (c.100BC-c.700)
e Athanasius

* Bishop Frumentius
e King Ezana, mid 4th century
— expresses faith in God
e “faith in God”
e “the power of the Father and Son
and Holy Spirit”
* “in the power of God Christ
in whom I believed”
— Greek and Ge’ez
 First Council of Constantinople, 381
— called by Theodosius

— assisted the Cappadocian Fathers (bishops)
e Basil the Great (¢.329-79), Bishop of Caesarea Mazaca, 370-79

e Gregory of Nazianzus (¢.330-89), Archbishop of Constantinople, 380-81
e Gregory of Nyssa (¢.340-c.395), 372-76, 382-94
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* Reformation encouraged freedom of thought, 1.e. non-Trinitarians
— Socinians - Poland
— Unitarians - England
— some Latitudinarians in the Church of England
e Current Arian proponents
— Jehovah Witnesses

— Bart Ehrman
e educated at Moody Bible Institute, Wheaton College, and Princeton
» arecognized Greek and Bible scholar
* now considers himself an “agnostic atheist”
e justretired at the University of North Carolina
— non-Trinitarian churches
e claim to be Protestant
e “Trinity is not a biblical word”
e counted as evangelical



Nicene Creed, 328 compared to 381

We believe in one God the Father all-powerful, Maker of heaven and of earth,
and of all things both seen and unseen.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all the ages, light from light, true God from true God, begotten
not made, consubstantial with the Father, through whom all things came to be;
for us humans and for our salvation he came down from the heavens and
became incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, became human and
was crucified on our behalf under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried and
rose up on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures; and he went up into
the heavens and 1s seated at the Father’s right hand; he 1s coming again with
glory to judge the living and the dead; his kingdom will have no end.

And in the Spirit, the holy, the lordly, and life-giving one, proceeding forth from
the Father, co-worshiped and co-glorified with Father and Son, the one who
spoke through the prophets; in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church. We
confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to a
resurrection of the dead and life in the age to come. Amen. r2



