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Fall of Jerusalem

e Introduction

Mt. 24:1-2 Jesus left the temple and was going

away, when his disciples came to point out to
him the buildings of the temple. But he
answered them, You see all these, do you not?

Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one

stone upon another that will not be thrown down.
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e Introduction

— Prominent leaders
e Nero (37-68), 54-68
— emperor, at age 18
— first emperor to persecute Christians
— likely murdered his mother, wife, step-brother

1Pet._2:13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to
every human institution. whether it be to

the emperor as supreme. ..
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e Introduction

— Jewish parties
e Essenes (2nd century BC-1st century AD)

strict with the Law
ascetic, communal
two groups

e male

e married

Qumran community

e Zealots/Cananean (6-73)

inspired by Phineas
opposed negotiating or compromising with Rome
opposed paying taxes to Rome

Num. 25:10-13 And the LORD said
to Moses, “Phinehas the son of

Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest,
has turned back my wrath from the
people of Israel, in that he was
jealous with my jealousy among
them, so that | did not consume the
people of Israel in my jealousy.
Therefore say, ‘Behold, | give to
him my covenant of peace, and it
shall be to him and to his
descendants after him the covenant
of a perpetual priesthood, because
he was jealous for his God and
made atonement for the people of

Israel.
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strict with the Law

— ascetic, communal Acts 5:37 After him Judas the
—  two groups Galilean rose up in the days of the
e male census and drew away some of the
* married people after him. He too perished,
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e Zealots began with Judas of Galilee, 6 AD

e some say that the Zealot party was not formed prior to 67 or 64 at the earliest
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— Few Christians remained in Jerusalem by 70
* most left to form communities in other parts of the Roman Empire
e hastening fulfillment of the Great Commission

— Christianity no longer considered a Jewish cult
e removing any remaining protection under Jewish umbrella
e Gentiles are welcome
— Christians had other problems
e what do we believe?
— church councils
— articulating essential doctrines
e what is our authority?
— person or institution
— writings considered authoritative

Matt. 28:18 And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me.
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— Christianity no longer considered a Jewish cult

* removing any remaining protection under Jewish umbrella
* Gentiles are welcome

— Christians had other problems
e what do we believe?
— church councils
articulating essential doctrines
e what is our authority?
— person or institution

— writings considered authoritative
e Marcion

e Easter letter of Athanasius, 367
* how should the church function?
— structure

— officers and ordination
* heresy defined: denying essentials



