
• 1. The Fall of Jerusalem (70) 

• 2. The Council of Nicaea (325) 

• 3. The Council of Chalcedon 
(451) 

• 4. Benedict’s Rule (530) 

• 5. The Coronation of 
Charlemagne (800) 

• 6. The Great Schism (1054) 

• 7. The Diet of Worms (1521) 

• 8. The English Act of 
Supremacy (1534) 

• 9. The Founding of the Jesuits 
(1540) 

• 10. The Conversion of the 
Wesleys (1738) 

• 11. The French Revolution 
(1789) 

• 12. The Edinburgh Missionary 
Conference (1910) 

• 13. The Second Vatican Council 
(1962–65) 1
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The Lord of hosts has sworn: “As I have planned, so shall it be, and 
as I have purposed, so shall it stand, that I will break the Assyrian 
in my land, and on my mountains trample him underfoot; and his 
yoke shall depart from them, and his burden from their shoulder.” 
This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth, 
and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations. For 
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Prov. 19:21 	 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, 
	 	 but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.
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built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets.

Gal. 6:10 let us do good to 
everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.

Heb. 12:23 to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven …
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Rom. 15:4 	 For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.

1 Cor. 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were 
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.
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Babylon falls to Darius, the Mede, 539BC
Jews return, ~539-~445 (Nehemiah)
Esther becomes queen, ~480 BC
Persia battles Greece, 499-449 BC
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Cyrus invaded Greece (Ionia), 547BC
Babylon falls to Darius, the Mede, 539BC
Jews return, ~539-~445 (Nehemiah)
Esther becomes queen, ~480 BC
Persia battles Greece, 499-449 BC
Alexander the Great (356-323 BC)
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Alexander’s Empire divided among his four generals 
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Luke 2:1 In those days a decree went out 
from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
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passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice 
arrived at Caesarea and greeted Festus.



• Background of Judean politics 
– Roman control of Judea, 63 BC- 
• Jewish rulers (kings/governors)

– Antipater I (c.113-42 BC)
– Herod the Great, (72-4BC), 37-4 BC [Jesus born]

• Antipater II, (46-4 BC), executed after accused of plot to murder his father
• Herod Archelaus, (23 BC-c.18 AD) 4 BC-6 AD, Judea, Samaria, and Idumea: Mt. 2:22
• Philip Tetrarch (26 BC-34 AD) northeast sector: Lk. 3:1
• Herod Antipas/tetrarch, (20 BC-39 AD) 6-39 AD, Galilee and Perea [executed 

John the Baptist, Jesus crucified]: Mt. 14:1; Lk. 3:1, 19; 9:7; Acts 13:1
• Herod Agrippa I, 39-44, Judea [James killed, Peter -> prison; Acts 12:20-23]

– Herod Agrippa II (27-c.92/100), 55-
• Judean governors

– Pontius Pilate, 26-36
– Marcus Antonius Felix, 52-59, according to Josephus, murdered high priest
– Porcius Festus, 59-61, reasonably good; sends Paul to Rome
– Lucceius Albinus, 62-64
– Gessius Florus, 64-66
– Marcus Antonius Julianus, 66-70
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By far the most important event in the entire rise of Christianity was the meeting in 
Jerusalem in around the year 50, when Paul was granted the authority to convert the 
Gentiles without them also becoming observant Jews. 

Rodney Stark, The Triumph of Christianity, 413.



• Background of Judean politics 
– Roman control of Judea, 63 BC- 
• Judean governors

– Pontius Pilate, 26-36
– Marcus Antonius Felix, 52-59, according to Josephus, murdered high priest
– Porcius Festus, 59-61, reasonably good; sends Paul to Rome
– Lucceius Albinus, 62-64
– Gessius Florus, 64-66
– Marcus Antonius Julianus, 66-70

• Council of Jerusalem 
– The identity of the church 
• not a Jewish sect
• roots in Judaism

	

Introduction to History



• Background of Judean politics 
– Roman control of Judea, 63 BC- 
• Judean governors

– Pontius Pilate, 26-36
– Marcus Antonius Felix, 52-59, according to Josephus, murdered high priest
– Porcius Festus, 59-61, reasonably good; sends Paul to Rome
– Lucceius Albinus, 62-64
– Gessius Florus, 64-66
– Marcus Antonius Julianus, 66-70

• Council of Jerusalem 
– The identity of the church 
• not a Jewish sect
• roots in Judaism

– Jews and Gentiles alike are saved by grace of Jesus Christ 
• one did not have to become a Jew first or follow the Law like the Pharisees
• circumcision not required

	

Introduction to History



• Council of Jerusalem 
– The identity of the church 
• not a Jewish sect
• roots in Judaism

– Jews and Gentiles alike are saved by grace of Jesus Christ 
• one did not have to become a Jew first or follow the Law like the Pharisees
• circumcision not required

– As an indication of genuine faith 
• Allusion to the Ten Commandments

– no idolatry
– no sexual immorality

• do not offend Jewish neighbors
– strangled meat
– meat with blood
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