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* What is History?

— History 1s not what happened in the past
* history is an interpretation of what happened based on limited information
* history is more complicated than we realize
e sources for history
— types
* primary sources
i secondary Sources
— which is better?
 much of accepted history contains significant errors



In Isaiah 14:24-27
The Lord of hosts has sworn: “As | have planned, so shall it be, and
e What is History? -as | have purposed, so shall it s.tand, that | V\{i” break the ,-Assyria.n
. . in my land, and on my mountains trample him underfoot; and his
— History is not what Iyoke shall depart from them, and his burden from their shoulder.”
* history 1s an interpret This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth,
* history is more comp and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations. For
e sources for history the Lord of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is
— types stretched out, and who will turn it back?

* primary sources
d secondary Sources
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Isaiah 14:24-27

The Lord of hosts has sworn: “As | have planned, so shall it be, and
e What is History? .aS | have purposed, so shall it s.tand, that | V\{i” break the Assyrial.w

in my land, and on my mountains trample him underfoot; and his
. . yoke shall depart from them, and his burden from their shoulder.”
_ 15 an INLCIT This js the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth,
* history is more co gnd this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations. For
* sources for historythe Lord of hosts has purposed, and who will annul it? His hand is

— types stretched out, and who will turn it back?
* primary sources

i secondary Sources
— which is better?
* much of accepted history contains significant errors

— History 1s the unfolding of God’s plan and purposes
* people and human events are secondary
* people and human events receive most of the attention in works of history
 history = His Story
— beginning with the creation
— concluding with the second coming and final judgment

— History 1s not wh
* history

Prov. 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man,

but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.
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 Why Study History?
— Isn’t the Bible the only thing I need to study as a Christian?

e Christianity does not simply consist of
— amoral code to guide our behavior
— a worldview to understand our place in the world
— aset of doctrines to believe

* We are members of the Church
— not just CPC
— not just the church around the world today

— the universal Church éxxinoio
 all people of faith: Heb. 11

Heb. 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised,
but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.
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 Why Study History?
— Isn’t the Bible the only thing I need to study as a Christian?
e Christianity does not simply consist of
— amoral code to guide our behavior
— a worldview to understand our place in the world
— aset of doctrines to believe
* We are members of the Church
— not just CPC
— not just the church around the world today
— the universal Church éxxinoio
 all people of faith: Heb. 11
e terms for the church
— Israel
— offspring

Rom. 9:6-8 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are
descended from Israel belong to , and not all are children of Abraham because they
are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your be named.” This means that it 1s
not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the are
counted as



— amoral code to guide our behavior
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 Why Study History?
— Isn’t the Bible the only thing I need to study as a Christian?
e Christianity does not simply consist of

— a worldview to understand our place in the world
— a set of doctrines to believe

e We are members of the Church
— not just CPC

— not just the church around the world today

— the universal Church éxxinoio
 all people of faith: Heb. 11
e terms for the church

Israel
offspring
household of faith

household of God
assembly of the firstborn

Gal. 6:10 let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those
who are of the household of faith.

Eph. 2:19-20 you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God,
built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets.

Heb. 12:23 to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven ...



Introduction to History

 Why Study History?
— Isn’t the Bible the only thing I need to study as a Christian?
* We are members of the Church
— not just CPC
— not just the church around the world today
— the universal Church éxxAnoia
 all people of faith: Heb. 11
e terms for the church
— Israel
— offspring
— household of faith
— household of God
— assembly of the firstborn
— the Church is a historical community
e for accountability
for worship and service
to help us interpret Scripture
to help us understand politics, science, war, music, €Conomics, etc.
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 Why Study History?
— Isn’t the Bible the only thing I need to study as a Christian?
e We are members of the Church
— the Church is a community

e for accountability
e for worship and service
 to help us interpret Scripture
 to help us understand politics, science, war, music, economics, etc.

— Unlike other religions, the Christian faith 1s rooted 1n history

* God entered history
— special revelation, e.g., The Law*

Ex.20:2 I am the Loxd your God,
who brought you out of the
land of Egypt...
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Why Study History?
— Unlike other religions, the Christian faith 1s rooted in history
e we are part of history
— to glorify God
— to be his witnesses
— To better understand the works of God and praise him for them

— To learn from those who have gone before us
e their faith
* their perseverance
e their contributions
e their failures and errors

Rom. 15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope.

1 Cor. 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.
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 Why Study History?
— Unlike other religions, the Christian faith 1s rooted in history
e we are part of history
— to glorify God
— to be his witnesses

— To better understand the works of God and praise him for them

— To learn from those who have gone before us
e their faith
* their perseverance
e their contributions
e their failures and errors

— To see ourselves as created by God for a purpose in history

ACTsS 13:36 FoOR DAVID, AFTER HE HAD SERVED THE
PURPOSE OF GOD IN HIS OWN GENERATION . . .
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 Why Study History?
— Unlike other religions, the Christian faith 1s rooted in history
e we are part of history
— to glorify God
— to be his witnesses
— To better understand the works of God and praise him for them

— To learn from those who have gone before us
e their faith
* their perseverance
e their contributions
e their failures and errors

— To see ourselves as created by God for a purpose in history
— To help us teach our children

Psalm 78:3-4

Things that we have heard and known, that our fathers have told us. We will not hide
them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the
Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has done.
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 Why Study History?

— To better understand the works of God and praise him for them

— To learn from those who have gone before us
e their faith
* their perseverance
e their contributions
e their failures and errors

— To see ourselves as created by God for a purpose in history
— To help us teach our children
* What is a Turning Point?

A critical decision, key event, or pivotal issue
that appears to have significantly altered the

course of history



Introduction to History
 Why Study History?

— To better understand the works of God and praise him for them

— To learn from those who have gone before us
e their faith
e their perseverance

* their contributions A critical decision, key event, or pivotal issue that appears
e their failures and errors to have significantly altered the course of history.

— To see ourselves as created by God for a purpose in history
— To help us teach our children

* What is a Turning Point?

« Background of Judean politics



Cyrus invaded Greece (Ionia), 547BC
Babylon falls to Darius, the Mede, 5S39BC
Jews return, ~539-~445 (Nehemiah)

Esther becomes queen, ~480 BC
Persia battles Greece, 499-449 BC
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Cyrus invaded Greece (Ionia), 547BC
Babylon falls to Darius, the Mede, 539BC
Jews return, ~539-~445 (Nehemiah)
Esther becomes queen, ~480 BC

Persia battles Greece, 499-449 BC
Alexander the Great (356-323 BC)
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Alexander’s Empire divided among his four generals




Introduction to History
 Why Study History?

— To better understand the works of God and praise him for them
— To help us understand politics, science, war, music, economics, etc.

— To learn from those who have gone before us

e their faith

* their perseverance A critical decision, key event, or pivotal issue that appears
e their contributions to have significantly altered the course of history.

e their failures and errors
— To see ourselves as created by God for a purpose in history
— To help us teach our children
 What is a Turning Point?
* Background of Judean politics
— Greek control, 333-167 BC

— Hasmonian Dynasty, ¢.167-37 BC
e Maccabean revolt against the Seleucid Empire, 167-164 BC
e Jews semi-independent until Romans conquered Greece



Introduction to History
 Why Study History?

— To see ourselves as created by God for a purpose in histo
— To help us teach our children

e What is a Turning Point?

* Background of Judean politics
— Greek control, 333-167 BC

— Hasmonian Dynasty, ¢.167-37 BC
e Maccabean revolt against the Seleucid Empire, 167
e Jews semi-independent until Romans conquered Gt

— Roman government
e republic, 510-27BC
» empire 27 B.C., Caesar Augustus

Luke 2:1 In those days a decree went out
from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered.
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* Background of Judean politics

— Greek control, 333-167 BC

— Hasmonian Dynasty, ¢.167-37 BC
e Maccabean revolt against the Seleucid Empire, 167-164 BC
e Jews semi-independent until Romans conquered Greece

— Roman government
e republic, 510-27BC

Constantinople

/

» empire 27 B.C., Caesar Aug
e divided by Diocletian, 285
— Rome, fell 476
— Constantinople, fell 1453
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* Background of Judean politics
— Greek control, 333-167 BC
— Hasmonian Dynasty, ¢.167-37 B

e Maccabean revolt against the Sele
e Jews semi-independent until Romz

— Roman government
e republic, 510-27BC
* empire 27 B.C., Caesar Augustus
» divided by Diocletian, 285
Rome, fell 476
Constantinople, fell 1453

— Roman control of Judea, 63 BC-
e Herodian Dynasty 37 BC-100 AD
— territory (greater Israel)
— rulers appointed by Rome
* tasked to pacify the Jews
* lip service to Jews
e loyalty to Rome

aaaaaaa

7~ 7 o
X 4
onEete Koz :.. ®
WG : y Philippi i
] I" /-/’
& Kedesh \\( Kaen e
& GAULANITIS
S GALILEE
Ptolemais ;  chorasin, { Bethsaida TRACHONITIS
< < cigeazr:um et e
- Gennesaret 7w s.. i i ,Raphana
Mediterranean { ot P agdala J
Sea S b PR atha
\ = 4.2 - saada) Netkomia® %
1 (Hippeum) I a °Abila -
¥ AURANITIS
I b
o Scythopol osta
¢
£ P T By (n 1S 1 g le . o
]
;
5
1
o
S
Joppa, Ramathaim e d y
i P L el NABATEAN
"""""""""" Phlladelghla 2
Lydda oy vehelais, St KINGDOM
/ SPRA PEREA -‘l —‘_3
Jarg Gaz. mma Jerich 3
wcopolls) = e s S S h Haram’
Azoty Jerusalem \ bibonth
zotus JUDEAo- e /F\A) leshbon :
Bethiehem,  yrcans 4 [ Medeba,
/ i

eeeeeeeeeeeee
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
‘~, - S v
-

mmmmmmm

aaaaaaa




Introductio

» Background of Judean politics
— Roman government /
e republic, 510-27BC =
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* Background of Judean politics

— Roman government
e republic, 510-27BC
e empire 27 B.C., Caesar Augustus
e divided by Diocletian, 285
— Rome, fell 476
— Constantinople, fell 1453

— Roman control of Judea, 63 BC-
e Herodian Dynasty 37 BC-100 AD
— territory (greater Israel)
— rulers appointed by Rome
* tasked to pacify the Jews
 lip service to Jews
e loyalty to Rome
e Jewish rulers (kings/governors)
— Antipater I (c.113-42 BC)

—  Herod the Great, (72-4BC), 37-4 B\
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* Background of Judean politics

— Roman control of Judea, 63 BC- el
e Herodian Dynasty 37 BC-100 AD e &b
— territory (greater Israel) N - % ! ,,,,,
— rulers appointed by Rome e
* tasked to pacify the Jews
* lip service to Jews
* Joyalty to Rome ,
o Jewish rulers (kings/governors) ~ e =
— AntipaterI (c.113-42BC) =
— Herod the Great, (72-4BC), 37-4 BC [Jesus born]
e Antipater II, (46-4 BC), executed after accused of plot to murder his father
e Herod Archelaus, (23 BC-c.18 AD) 4 BC-6 AD, Judea, Samaria, and Idumea
* Philip the Tetrarch (26 BC-34 AD) northeast sector
e Herod Antipas, (20 BC-39 AD) 6-39 AD, Galilee and Perea [executed John the

Baptist, Jesus crucified]
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* Background of Judean politics

— Roman control of Judea, 63 BC-
e Herodian Dynasty 37 BC-100 AD

— territory (greater Israel)
_ rulers appointed by Rome Acts 25:13 Now when some days had

e tasked to pacify the Jews ~ Passed, Agrippa the king and Bernice

e lip service to Jews arrived at Caesarea and greeted Festus.
e loyalty to Rome
e Jewish rulers (kings/governors)

— Antipater I (c.113-42 BC)

— Herod the Great, (72-4BC), 37-4 BC [Jesus born]
e Antipater II, (46-4 BC), executed after accused of plot to murder his father
e Herod Archelaus, (23 BC-c.18 AD) 4 BC-6 AD, Judea, Samaria, and Idumea
* Philip the Tetrarch (26 BC-34 AD) northeast sector
e Herod Antipas, (20 BC-39 AD) 6-39 AD, Galilee and Perea [executed John the

Baptist, Jesus crucified]

e Herod Agrippa I, 39-44, Judea [James killed, Peter -> prison; Acts 12:20-23]

— Herod Agrippa II (55-¢.92/100)
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Background of Judean politics

— Roman control of Judea, 63 BC-
e Jewish rulers (kings/governors)
— Antipater I (c.113-42 BC)
— Herod the Great, (72-4BC), 37-4 BC [Jesus born]

Antipater II, (46-4 BC), executed after accused of plot to murder his father

Herod Archelaus, (23 BC-c.18 AD) 4 BC-6 AD, Judea, Samaria, and l[dumea: Mt. 2:22
Philip Tetrarch (26 BC-34 AD) northeast sector: Lk. 3:1

Herod Antipas/tetrarch, (20 BC-39 AD) 6-39 AD, Galilee and Perea [executed
John the Baptist, Jesus crucified]: Mt. 14:1; Lk. 3:1, 19; 9:7; Acts 13:1

Herod Agrippa I, 39-44, Judea [James killed, Peter -> prison; Acts 12:20-23]

— Herod Agrippa II (27-¢.92/100), 55-
e Judean governors
— Pontius Pilate, 26-36
— Marcus Antonius Felix, 52-59, according to Josephus, murdered high priest
— Porcius Festus, 59-61, reasonably good; sends Paul to Rome
— Lucceius Albinus, 62-64
— Gessius Florus, 64-66
— Marcus Antonius Julianus, 66-70
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 Council of Jerusalem

By far the most important event in the entire rise of Christianity was the meeting in
Jerusalem in around the year 50, when Paul was granted the authority to convert the

Gentiles without them also becoming observant Jews.
Rodney Stark, The Triumph of Christianity, 413.
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e Council of Jerusalem
— The 1dentity of the church

e not a Jewish sect
e roots in Judaism
— Jews and Gentiles alike are saved by grace of Jesus Christ
e one did not have to become a Jew first or follow the Law like the Pharisees
e circumcision not required

— As an indication of genuine faith
e Allusion to the Ten Commandments
— no idolatry
— no sexual immorality
e do not offend Jewish neighbors
— strangled meat
— meat with blood
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